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I fear the deſcription I left at your houſe of the 
thunder ſtorm. laſt June is too long; you may 
ſhorten it as much as you think proper. I pur- 
poſely omitted a few circumſtances, which I 
thought leſs material. Since I was in London, I 
have been informed of two particulars, which 1 
will beg leave to mention to you. 

Mr. Field, a painter of Trowbridge, during the 
ſtorm, obſerved a ball of fire vibrate forward and 
backward in the air over ſome part of Steeple Aſh- 
ton, and at laſt dart down perpendicularly, which 
in all probability was the ball of fire that Mr. 
Wainhouſe and Mr. Pitcairn ſaw in the north par- 
lour of the vicarage houfe, | 
The other circumſtance is as follows: After the 

exploſion of the ball of fire in the north parlour, 
Mr. Pitcairn obſerved a great quantity of fire of 
different colours vibrating in the room forwards and 
backwards with a moſt extraordinary ſwift mo- 
tion. :- 

The vibration in both theſe caſes obſerved by 
different perſons before and after the exploſion is 
a fact, which I ſhould have taken notice of, had 
I been made acquainted with it ſooner, 


1 am; dear Sir, 
Your obliged and affectionate 


humble ſervant, 


Steeple Afton, | 
near Trowbridge, Wilts , 
b Nov. 28, 1 1772. 5 L. El ot. 
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To the Rev. Mr. Er 1orT. 


SIR, 


Hearing of the damage done by lighting to 
your houſe, on the 20th of June laſt, I have ſent 


PFou an account of what happened to mine on the 


ſame day, and nearly at the ſame time. 

During the ſtorm a perſon in this place ſaw a 
body of fire moving towards a houſe that is next 
to mine, though at {ome diſtance from it; attracted 
probably by a large iron bar of ten or twelve feet 
long, fixed horizontally to ſupport a high chim- 
ney. This body of fire changed its direction, and 
fell on my houſe, forced a brick out of the chim- 
ney, near that part of it to which the iron bar was 
faſtened, and went through the houſe to an out- 
ward door on the oppoſite ſide, which happened to 
be open; there it burſt with a loud noiſe, like the 

firing of cannons, and filled the room where I was 

with ſmoke and the ſmell of ſulphur. I was for- 

tunately three or four feet out of the line in which 
it moved. I was however ſtruck againſt the wall 
near which I ſtood ; my body was covered with. 
fire, and I thought for ſome time I ſhould have 
been ſuffocated with ſmoke and the ſmell of ſul- 
phur; but by the bleſſing of Providence I eſcaped 
unhurt, and my houſe received no damage. 


1 reſpectfully am, 
SIR, 
Vour moſt humble Servant, 
Holt, Auguſt 22, 1772. William Paradiſe. 


Account of the Effects of Lightning at 
Steeple Aſhton and Holt, in the County 
of Wilts, an the 20th of June, 1772, 
contained in ſeveral Letters, communicated 


Edward King, E/q; F. R. S. 


To EpwARD Kine, Eſq; 


S 1H 
Read March 18, J Have ſent you, agreeably to your 
1773. requeſt, ſome account of a ſtorm 


of thunder and lightning that happened at Steeple 
Aſhton, in Wiltſhire, on the 2oth of June laſt. 
I was from home when it happened; but the truth _ 
of it is atteſted by the Reverend Mr. Wainhouſe of 
Steeple Aſhton, and the Reverend Mr. Pitcairn of 
Trowbridge, who were in my houſe during the 
tempeſt, and were in danger of loſing their lives 
by it. I have added a deſcription of the effects of 
the ſame ſtorm upon a houſe at Holt, in this 
county. Both tend to prove in a remarkable man- 
ner the danger of placing any conſiderable quan- 
tity. of iron in the upper part of chimnies, with- 
out a conductor to guard againſt the ſtrokes of 
lightning. You are at liberty to lay theſe papers 
| . before 


L 


before the Royal Society, if you think them de- 
ſerving of their attention. 


Jam, | 
; Wis 


Your obedient 


"as _— - _ 
* 


humble Servant, 


Steeple Aſhton, IE 1. El 10 r, Vicar of Steeple 
TM TORY Tv Aſhton, | in Wiltſhire, 


ON the 20th of June, 1772, between twelve 

and one o'clock in the afternoon, a violent ſtorm 
of thunder and lightning happened at Steeple Aſh- 

ton, in Wiltſhire. During the ſtorm, a woman in 
the village ſaw a large quantity of lightning come 
out of à cloud, part of which is ſuppoſed to have 
fallen on the top of the north chimney of the vi- 
.carage houſe, attracted probably by an iron hoop 
that went round the chimney, and by ſome iron 
bars placed within it, that formerly pl part of 
an apparatus to prevent its ſmoking. That the 
lightning fell on theſe iron bars is very probable, 
becauſe the colour of two of them that were con- 
tiguous was changed, nine or ten inches in length, 
to a dark blue, like that of a watch ſpring, no un- 
common effect of electrical fire. 

In the north parlour, to which this 8 
belonged, were the Reverend Mr. Wainhouſe, of 
Steeple Aſhton, and the Reverend Mr. Pitcairn, 
of Tromhbridge, the former ſtanding, and the lat- 
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ter ſitting in a great chair, with his back to the 
fire- place, near the wire of a bell. In the 
ſouth parlour, ſeparated from the other by a hall, 
were a maid ſervant and a painter; in the kitchen 
another maid ſervant; in the coal-houſe, four or 
five yards from the houſe, a man ſervant; near 
the barn, about fifty or ſixty yards from the houſe, 
another man ſervant. When the lightning fell 
upon the houſe, the man ſervant near the barn 
heard a very loud noiſe, equal, he ſuppoſes, to the 
ſound of twenty cannons fired at once, and would 
have fallen to the ground, if he had not caught 
hold of ſomething to ſupport himſelf, The other 
man ſervant in the coal houſe was ſtruck back- 
ward, and felt ſomething, as he deſcribes it, like a 
ſtream of warm water poured upon the middle of 
his body, which, if it was not the electric fluid 
itſelf, was the te alr expanding it{elf with v1- 
olence after the exploſion, The maid in the 
kitchen heard a great noiſe, but received no ſhock. 
The other maid ſervant, who was ſtanding near 
the middle of the ſouth parlour, ſuffered likewiſe 
no ſhock, being only terrified exceedingly with 
the exploſion, and the ſparks of fire, which ſhe 
ſaw on all ſides of her; but the painter, who was 
in the ſame room, painting near the chimney and 
the bell wire, was ſtruck on the left ſide of his body 
that was next the wire, from his head to his waiſt; 
he felt in particular a ſevere ſhock, like the A e 
cal one, in his left wriſt, which was marked all 
round with blueand yellow intermixed ; a ſplinter 
from the wooden caſe, that covered the bell-wire, 
ſtruck through his glove, and wounded his hand; 
and he was ſtunned for ſome tim. 2 
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It may be proper to obſerve, that immediately 
after the woman had ſeen the lightning come from 
the cloud, as above-mentioned, ſome perſons in 
the village, beſides thoſe in or near the vicarage 
houſe, were thrown to the ground. 

The following is the account, which Mr. Wain- 
houſe and Mr. Pitcairn give of what happened in 
the north parlour in which they were. As they 
were converſing about a loud clap of thunder that 
had juſt happened, they ſaw on a ſudden a bail of 
fire between them, upon a level with the face of 
the former, and about a foot from it. They de- 
ſcribe it to have been of the ſize of a ſixpenny loaf, 
and ſurrounded with a dark ſmoke ; that it burſt 
with an exceeding loud noife, like the firing of many 
cannons at once ; that the room was inſtantly fil- 
led with the thickeſt ſmoke; and that they per- 
_ ceived a moſt diſagreeable ſmell, reſembling that 
of ſulphur, vitriol, and other minerals! in fuſion; 
inſomuch that Mr. Pitcairn thought himſelf in 
danger of ſuffocation. Mr. Wainhouſe providen- 
tially received no hurt, except a flight {cratch in 
his face from the broken glaſs that was flying 
about the room, a kind of ſtupefaction ſor ſome 
time, and a continued noiſe in his ears, which 


noiſe, the effect of the exploſion, happened likewiſe 


to Mr. Pitcairn, and others in the houſe, 

The lightning fell on Mr. Pitcairn's right {houl- 
der, made a hole in his coat, about a Guarter of. 
an inch in diameter, went under his arm in one 
line to his breaſt, deſcended from thence down 
the lower parts of his body in two irregular lines, 
about half an inch broad, attracted probably by 


his 


E 
bis watch, the glaſs of which it ſhivered into ſmall 
pieces, and meeting perhaps with a little reſiſtance 
from it, ſpread itſelf round his body, and produced 
the ſenſation of a cord, tied cloſe about his waiſt. 
A violent pain in his loins immediately fol- 
lowed ; and from thence to his extremities there 
ſeemed to be a total ſtoppage of circulation, all 
ſenſation being loſt, and his legs and feet re- 
ſembling in colour and appearance thoſe of a per- 
ſon actually dead. Beſides ſhivering the glaſs of 
his watch, the lightning melted a little of the fil- 
ver of it, and a {mall part alſo of half a crown in 
his pocket. When it came to the middle of his 
thigh, it left an impreſſion of a blackiſh colour, re- 
ſembling the branch of a tree, which in a few days 
diſappeared ; but the lines on his body are {till vi- 
| fable, and. are of a dark blue, intermixed irregu- 
larly with a deep yellow. From the middle of tus 
thigh the lightning changed its direction again, 
and went down the under {ide of it to the calt of 
his leg, and ſo to his ſhoe, which was plit into ſe- 
veral pieces in ſo remarkable a manner, as juſtly to 
claim the inſpection of the curious. As foon as 
Mr. Pitcairn was ſtruck, he ſunk in his chair, but 
was not ſtunned ; his face was blackened, and the 
features of it diſtorted. His body was burned in 
ſeveral places, imall holes were made in different 
parts of his cloaths, and he loſt in ſome meaſure 
the uſe of his legs for two or three days; but by 
proper care he ſoon recovered, except a weakneſs 
and numbneſs in his right leg, which {till remains, 
What 1s remarkable, Mr. Pitcairn remembers very 
Well to have ſeen the ball of fire in the room fer 

a ſhort. 
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a ſhort time, a ſecond or two, after he found him- 
felf firuck with the lightning. Extraordinary as 
this circumſtance may appear, it may be proper to 
take notice, that it is entirely agreeable to an ob- 
ſervation of the learned and ingenious Dr. Frank- 
lin, quoted below “. 

The effects of the lightning on the building and 
furniture were as follows. The north chimney 
was thrown down, the roof and cieling near it 
beat in; large ſtones were forced out of the walls, 
ſome were driven to a conſiderable diſtance, one in 
particular to about 200 feet. The glaſs of the 
windows in the north parlour and the chamber 
over it was forced outwards, except in the caſe- 
ments, which were open, and in which not a pane 
of glaſs was broken. The caſe of a clock in the 
ſame parlour fell forwards, and was beaten to 
Pieces; a looking glaſs over the chimney was 
thrown on the floor, and broken, ſome of the 
quickſilver was melted, as was likewiſe ſome of the 
lead belonging to the windows. A bureau, that 
was locked, was opened ; as was alſo the parlour 
door, inwards, probably by the external air ruſhing 
in to reſtore the equilibrium. Some bedding in 
one of the chambers was fired, but the fire was 
extinguiſhed of itſelf, or by the rain that fell 
during the ſtorm, before it was diſcovered, Seve- 
ral ſplinters were torn out of a hogſhead full of 


* Inevery ſtroke of lightning I am of opinion that the ſtream 
of the electric fluid, &c. will go conſiderably out of a direct 
courſe for the ſake of the aſſiſtance of good conductors; and 
that in this courſe it is actually moving, though ſilently and im- 
Perce PAN before the exploſion, in and among the conductors, &c. 
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beer; 
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beer; but the caſk was not materially damaged, 
nor the beer ſpilt. The iron bell-wire in bot! 
the parlours and the hall was reduced to ſmoke 
and entirely diffipated, excepting in thoſe parts 
where it was twiſted, and double, and alſo the 
wire ſprings contiguous to the bell, which the 
lightning left undamaged, as well as the braſs 
handles and bell itſelf. The cieling and wall on 
each ſide, where the wire went, was ſtained irre- 
gularly, a foot or more in breadth, with a dark 
blue intermixed with a deep yellow. It is worth 
obſerving, that this iron bell wire was very ſmall, 
conſiderably leſs than a common knitting needle; 
but though it was itſelf deſtroyed, yet it ſeems 
to have ſerved as a conductor to the lightning, and 
to have prevented worſe effects than happened. 
For when the lightning had run along, and con- 
ſumed all the ſingle wire, and had reached that 
which was twiſted and double in the ſouth par— 
lour, contiguous to the braſs handle, which the 
bell uſed to be rung with, it made a hole in the 
wall of five or ſix inches in diameter, being at- 
tracted probably by an iron ſtove on the other ſide 
in the kitchen chimney, where meeting with ſe- 
veral large conductors, andirons, poker, tongs, &c. 
it ſeems to have been conveyed into the ground. 
This appears probable, becauſe the progrels of it 
below ſtairs could not be traced beyond this hole, 
which it made in the wall. In the chamber over 
the kitchen, a ſmall piece of wood was indeed 
ſtruck out of a bed poſt, and the glaſs of half a 
window was driven outwards; but this does not 
ſeem to have been the immediate effect of the 
lightning, but of che hake from the exploſion. 
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Upon the whole, it muſt be allowed, that Mr. 
Wainhouſe and Mr. Pitcairn had a moſt wonder- 
ful and providential eſcape, particularly the laſt 
gentleman ; for had the lightning paſſed from his 
| thoulder in a right line through his body, inſtead 
of going round upon the ſurface of it, under his 
arm, in order to come at his watch, by which 
it ſeems to have been attracted, mediate. death 
would in all en have been the conſe- 
uence. 
Whether Steeple Aſhton | is from its cenurion par- 
ticularly expoſed to thunder: ſtorms, is uncertain. 
It may however be proper to mention, that in the 
year 1670, July the 25th, a violent ſtorm of 
thunder and lightning damaged the church ſteeple, 
which was 93 feet high; and on the 15th of Oc- 
tober in the ſame year, another thunder ſtorm threw 
it entirely down, and killed two of the work- 
men, who were repairing it. 

We have peruſed, and eech ert mig bed the 
above account, and hereby teſtify the truth of all 
the facts related in it, to the beſt of our Knows 
ledge and belief. | 


An William Wainhouſe. 
Les Robert Pitcairn. | 


To Edward King, Eſquire, 


